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Publication 16 July 2020

“Just 2% of properties in the regions 
of Brazil studied were responsible for 
62% of the illegal deforestation, the 
researchers established, through a 
close examination of land use and 
deforestation, but these tend to be in 
some of the areas most associated 
with soy and beef production for 
export.”



Soya-related conversion - ADP

Source: Trase.earth
Total 87,489 ha of 108,925 (80%) soy-related deforestation in Cerrado and Amazonia (15 municipalities)  



Status of deforestation-free import
Country Cocoa Palm Oil Soya

Deforestation-free FEFAC compliant

Europe Est. <32-38%* 86% 19% 38%

Denmark unknown 65% 18% 66%

France unknown 97% 20% 43%

Germany 72% 85% 22% 47%

Italy 19% 64% 20% 36%

Netherlands 66% (2016) 89% 99% 100%

Norway unknown 100% 100% 100%

United Kingdom unknown 77% 27% 34%



1. Influence European developments

• EC Communication ‘Stepping up EU Action to Protect and restore the World’s Forests”

• EU trade discussions

2. Supply chain partnerships

• National European Soya Initiatives (ENSI) initiated and brought together

• Public procurement criteria revised

• Facilitate linkages with producer-side initiatives

3. Dialogue and diplomacy

• Open letter to the Brazilian government regarding rise in deforestation/conversion

• Dialogue with Argentina, Looking into Paraguay.

4. Transparency

• Support to Trase.earth, Global Forest Watch, ISEAL Certifiation Atlas, …

What did ADP do on soya?



Green Public Procurement
Country GPP status Remarks
Belgium Flanders 2016, 

Wallonia 2017
Revision considered. EU GPP guidelines integrated.

Denmark October 2020 New strategy for green public procurement launched.
France November 2020 New “zero deforestation” public procurement guidelines
Germany April 2020 New German Federal Government’s Guidelines on the Promotion of 

Deforestation-Free Supply Chains of Agricultural Commodities per 4 April 
2020. 

Italy Since 2010 Minimum Environmental Criteria. New criteria were planned for May 
2020 but delayed. No formal decision yet.

Netherlands October 2019 New policy “Inkopen met Impact”. Also submitted a new Forest policy 
letter to parliament setting out lines of action and increased budget.

Norway Early 2021 New action plan for an increased share of green and innovative public 
procurement.

Spain Since 2018 Plan for Green Public Procurement (2018-2025). New steps for its 
implementation expected in 2021.

United Kingdom Post 2020 Greening Government commitments to be reviewed post 2020

https://fm.dk/media/18268/groenne-indkoeb-for-en-groen-fremtid-strategi-for-groenne-offentlige-indkoeb_web.pdf
https://www.ecologie.gouv.fr/sites/default/files/Guide_politique_achat_public_zero_deforestation_18nov2020.pdf
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Wald/leitlinien-entwaldungsfreie-lieferketten-engl-gez.pdf
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/documenten/rapporten/2019/10/28/inkopen-met-impact
https://www.anskaffelser.no/om-oss/handlingsplan-gronne-og-innovative-anskaffelser
https://www.miteco.gob.es/es/ministerio/planes-estrategias/plan-de-contratacion-publica-ecologica/


• Deforestation is 24% of the climate change problem (IP6).

• Main driver is commodity expansion (cattle ranching, crops). 

• Many sustainability issues: indigenous peoples’ rights, biodiversity loss, 

local food security, human security, resource security, poverty, …

• ADP Statement 2025: ….to promote sustainability in agriculture by 
eliminating deforestation in relation to agricultural commodities, and by 
working in partnership with consumer and producer countries and with all 
actors along the supply chains to this end.

• Now joined by Belgian and Spanish governments

• ADP represents 80-90% of European commodity import

AD Partnership - post 2020



• Postponing real action not viable nor sustainable

• Possible to align climate & development needs by intensifying production on 
available land

• Towards climate neutrality and green economic recovery

• Global food security and poverty concerns

• Address biodiversity loss, indigenous and other human rights issues, preserve 
landscapes, create economic incentives for producers of deforestation and 
conversion free soy

• Europe will continue its path to green and climate neutral economies

• Look into alternative protein production and sourcing regions - reputational risk of 
soy vs other protein sources 

Challenges and consequences



Next generation of committments

Livestock: 
Soy 2.0 committment Norwegian feed producers: Zero deforestation and zero conversion, 
zero breach of human rights of all suppliers, 100% sustainability and tracability

Aquaculture: Aquaculture Dialogue for Sustainable Soy Sourcing from Brasil:
CJ Selecta, Caramuru and Imcopa have committed to deforestation and conversion-free soy 
sourcing from all their suppliers - Cut-off date: August 2020. Independent system to 
monitor, verify and report on compliance

Key points: 
Ensuring deforestation-free soy and respect for human rights while preventing segregated 
markets

Will other companies follow suit? 



Thank you for 
your attention

ADP Chair January- July 2021 
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